
 

 

 

Alfa Notizia    January 2013 

   Happy new year ! 
 This is the Year of the Snake.  If you were born in a Year of the Snake you are, “ keen, 
cunning, quite intelligent, a great mediator and good at business.”  Yeh, I wasn’t born in one of 
those years either.  

The Christmas party, held at Alfano’s,  was lightly  
attended but the warmth and cheer was there and Polly 
Claus brought wonderful gifts for everyone !  Barry Andress  
passed the glass Alfa to the new president for 2013, me >.  
That’s Peggy Mann and Chip Denyko on the left.   
And there was no other business.   

 Business meeting at Jason’s Deli in Clearwater, Thurs, 
Jan 10, 6:30~8:30.   Franco Noce, noted local Alfa engine 
rebuilder will be our guest. 

First event for 2013 is coming up quickly: Sunday, January 13th, a gathering at the Sarasota 
Polo Club.  We’ll have fifty people there so it will be a good time to meet and greet.  Bring your 
picnic and eat under the tent, on the grass or, like Bob & Theresa Lombardo do, off of linen, 
china, sterling and crystal laid out on the trunk, tail gate, of their spider.  Tickets are still 
available from me at $15 per person.  If you want to get them at the business meeting on the 
10th, let me know, I have a limited supply.  They will not be available at the South Gate where 
we will be.  You man buy them at the North Gate, turn around and drive to the South Gate or 
drive across the practice field behind the east goal posts. For you using GPS, the address is:  
  8201 Polo Club Lane, Sarasota, FL  34242. 

Directions are:  take I-75 to Exit 213, University Parkway.  Go east 
for six miles.  You will see horse fences on the right.  Turn right on 
Lorraine Road.  Go to the third road on the right, Polo Club Lane 
and turn right into the Sarasota Polo Club.   Young folks will take 
your tickets and direct you to the right, toward the Alfa flags.  You 
will be directed where to park there.  Please arrive about 11:00 AM.  



 

 

 Please let me know the model, color and year of the 
 Alfa you are bringing and what your home town is so the 

announcer up in the press box can properly announce you 

when we parade around the field at half time after the 

Andalusion Horse Presentation. Those pure Spanish horses are 

almost as beautiful as our Italian cavallinos.  You certainly 

don’t have to be in an Alfa to attend and those of you who are not in the parade can ride in 

the Budweiser wagon pulled by four,  prancing Clydesdales.  Or, as many spectators do, go out 

on the field and stomp divots back in place.  Warning, do not stomp the steaming divots! 

 On Saturday, February 23rd, is the elegant Sarasota Exotic Car Fest on St Armands Circle.    
It used to be the Ferrari and Exotic Car Fest and, although the theme is year is “50 years of 
James Bond,” it is still primarily an Italian car show with lots of Ferraris, Lambos, Masies and 
our Alfa’s.  If you have a clean Alfa you would like to put “in the Circle,” judged or non-judged, 
let Dan Castorani know at dan_castorani@yahoo.com or (941) 922-7982.  Registration is only 
$50 per car for this distinguished event.  A registration form is attached.  For more info go to  
www.sarasotaexoticcarfest.com.  
 Even if you don’t enter a car it is an exquisite way to spend a Sunday, wandering among 
the aforementioned cars plus Veyrons, GT40s, a Spyker, Ultima GTR, Saleen, Scarab, 
Koenigsegg and all the new Rolls, Bentleys, Mercedes and Porsches that sponsor the event.   
There is no entrance fee and free parking is a block away.   Most club members lunch together 
at one of the fine restaurants surrounding the Circle or you can picnic on the grass in the sun 
or shade.  The weather is always wonderful on this day !  

 March 8-10 is the Amelia Island Concourse d’Elegance just south of Jacksonville.  If 

you’ve never been to Amelia, treat yourself to a fine car dream.  The finest of car dreams !   

Not only do you see the rarest and finest but all day Saturday you can do complimentary 

manufacturer’s test drives in new Jags, Porsches, MBs, etc.   Although some members go for 

just one day, some stay for two or three and revel in the two auctions, Gooding on Friday 

down the road at the also posh Amelia Island Plantation Resort and RM on Saturday at the 

Ritz.  Haven’t found any info on the Concourso Italiano coming back to the Plantation this year.  

Instead it has been replaced by the Festivals of Speed at the 17th fairway of the Plantation on 

Saturday.  If your car wasn’t invited to be on the grass at the Ritz you can show it at the 

Plantation on Saturday.  For info go to festivalsofspeed.com.  Saturday night  Polly Greene gets 

us a good discount at a nearby motel and we have a group dinner that evening.  Contact 

Delmas for info and reservations at alfagreene@earthlink.net or (727) 799-1486. 
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  On Saturday, April 13th, a new event for us: Jeff Hanson is putting together a trip 

through winding roads in east Manatee County out to the Rosa Fiorelli Winery where we’ll 

enjoy a tour of the winery, tasting and bistro lunch.  As Nat King Cole sang, “Non Dementicar.”     

 Shop Recommendations. 

 If your wheels or rims need work, here’s a couple of shops in Sarasota and Hillsborough 

Counties. 

The Wheel Doctor    Brad Shugart  took a dent out of an aluminum rim I bent 
5646 Jason Lee Place                   drifting over a pothole that was as big as those in NY City.  
Sarasota, FL  34238   I can’t find the area he repaired.  Relatively inexpensive, too. 
(941) 302-7467                             www.TheWheelDoctor.org  

Wheel Specialists   Jim Stafford doesn’t advertise but he has a big shop and  
Lutz, FL     has been recommended by two people. 
(813) 842-9181 

                                                                  FOR SALE       

 
1988 Spider Quadrifoglio.  Ray Schillinger has to sell this car down from Buffulo, NY in 2009. 
 Stephen’s Alfa in Pompano Beach and Hoti Imports in Delray Beach have maintained it since. 
42,000 miles, soft top 2 years old, hard top in the garage.  “Drives beautifully, shifts well and 

everything works !”  Asking $8,500.  (202) 421-4899,  silveralfaspiderquad@gmail.com.   
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      Snaking into 2013 
       Post this on your frige !  

January 5th, 8:00~10:00 AM, Cars & Coffee at Suncoast Porsche on the Trail in Sarasota. 

January 10th, 6:30-8:30 PM, Business meeting at Jason’s delicious Deli in Clearwater. 

January 12th, 8:00~10:00 AM, Cars and Coffee at Ferrari of Tampa, Palm Harbor. 

January 13th, Sunday, 11:00~3:00, polo at the Sarasota Polo Grounds.  Bring your friends !  

Tickets are $15 and available at business meeting at Jason’s on Jan 10th.  Tickets not available 

at our gate at the polo club.   For tickets: (941) 726-9723 or harmonheed@yahoo.com. 

 January 19th, 7:30~10:00 AM, Cars & Coffee at duPont Registry, St Pete. 

February 2nd, 8:00~10:00 AM, Cars & Coffee at Suncoast Porsche on the Trail in Sarasota. 

February 9th, 8:00~10:00 AM, Cars, Coffee at Ferrari of Tampa, Palm Harbor. 

February 14th, Valentines Day !  Business Meeting at Jason’s Deli in Clearwater.  Bring your 

sweety but not your New Year’s resolution to lose weight. 

February 16th, 7:30~10:00 AM, Cars & Coffee at duPont Registry, St Pete. 

February 23rd , Saturday, 10:00~3:00, Sarasota Exotic Car Fest on St Armands Circle in 

Sarasota.  Four dozen Ferraris, one dozen Lambos, a few Masies, Jags, Porsches, Bentleys, a 

couple of Veyrons, GT40s,  McLarens, Stryker, and six to ten of our Alfas !  

March 2nd, 8:00~10:00 AM, Cars & Coffee at Suncoast Porsche, Sarasota.  

March 8-10th , Saturday & Sunday, Amelia Island Concours d’Elegance at the Ritz on Amelia 

Island, FL.  See some of the rarest and finest cars in the world at “Pebble Beach South.” 

March 16th, Cars & Coffee at duPont Registry, St Pete. 

April, 13th, Saturday, 10:00~3:00, road trip and wine tasting at Fiorelli Winery just south of 

Lake Manatee in east Manatee County.  Get out of the way Novulari ! 

 If you have a new idea for an event or one you would like to put on the schedule, let me 

know !  (941) 726-9723 or harmonheed@yahoo.com.  
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